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I GUESS 
THERE'S ALL 
KINDS IN 


SEEMS TO 
HAVE TAKEN, 


MIYAMOTO: 
MUSASHI!! 


TOI! 


WORKING! 


IF TD RETURNED TO 
‘MIYAMOTO VILLAGE 
BACK THEN... 


y Fy 


THE 
MATTER. 
MIYAMOTO!? 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
TRAINING 


1S THIS? 


SEIJURO'S 
YOUNGER 


UNLIKE HIS PLAYBOY 
BROTHER DENSHICHIRO 
PLETEL) 


My SKILL 
CAN COMPETE 
WITH THE BEST 


‘SWORDSMEN IN 
THE LAND! 


WHO 
HAVE You 
STUDIED 
UNDER? 


‘ME INTO 
SHAPE, 


HIS POSITION 
DOESNT 
RESEMBLE 
ANY OF THE 
STYLES. 


HIS 
STANCE 
HAS NO 
SET 
FORM. 


THEN, IT 
: WAS EVEN 
SHINMEN’ 


MMLINISAL. 17 


DEFEATING THE BEST 


OF THE BEST-- 
‘THE STRONGEST 
‘MAN IN KYOTO. 


TO 
BECOMING 
INVINCIBLE 
UNDER THE 

‘SUN. 


1 WONT 
ALLOW HIM 
TO TARNISH 

THE REPUTATION 

OF THE 


KILL HIM, 
MYSELF. 


IF 
You 
WANT HIM 
DEAD, Ite 
KILL HIM. 


‘SELECTIVE 
IN WHO 


you 
FIGHT. 


#26|The Master 


r™ . > He All 
GOING To alo 
FIGHT YOU oy ¥S 
WITH EVERYTHING ae % 
1 HAVE. 4 ‘ 
ARE YOU \ : 
WILLING TO pe 
DO THE 4 3 = 
SAME? 2 X 


10 SERGAARA oonteeend 
WITH A SINGLE REMENEE 

SPEAR IN HAND. WHAT EES: 
THAD GREAT Wie 


HOPES AND 


1LeT 
‘MY FRIEND 
DIE AND I 
SURVIVED... 


TLL FINISH THIS MOUNTAIN MONKEY 
OFF IN A SINGLE BLOW/! THERELL 
BE NOTHING LEFT OF HIM. 


THE 
ENEMY 


MIGHT 
RETREAT... 


fr : 
‘a THE 
si 
INSTINCT. 


OF THE SWORD 
IS STEEP. I 
STILL HAVE SO 
FAR TO CLIMB. 


I 
STILL 
REQUEST TO. 
CHALLENGE 
YOU IN 


vA ‘MIYAMOTO 
SOMETIMES — MUSASHI... 
J | PERSISTENCE 


IFT WAS 
WILLING TO 
TAKE YOU 


‘ON WITH 
EVERYTHING 


‘MIYAMOTO 
‘MUSASHI, 


WHICH 
Way 
TO THE 
PLEASURE 
QUARTERS? 


YOSHIOKA 
SWORDSMAN | : SEIJURO... 


IN 
KYOTO... 


I WONT 
BE SATISFIED 
UNTIL I 
KILL YOu 
FIVE TIMES 
OVER. 


CALLING 
ME A 


ISA 


KEMPO!! 
yacyol 
SEKISHISAL! 


BASTARD? 


MIYAMOTO: 
MMUSASHI.... 


HAVE NEVER 
FACED A 
TRULY STRONG 
OPPONENT. 


WHAT. THE 
HELL, AM, 


REFLECTED 
IN YOUR 
SWORD. 


YOSHIOKA 
SEISORO. 


MIYAMOTO. 
MUSASHI.... 


SHINMEN. 
TAKEZOW! 


HE 


alti MOVED BACK 
STILL ABLE IN THE NICK 
TO TRAE OF TIME... 


OTHERWISE 


AND HE 
WILL SACRIFICE 
HIMSELF IN 
ORDER TO 
TAKE DOWN 


‘HIS 
neces 


T GAVE EVERYTHING 
T HAD IN THAT 
SINGLE STROKE, 


IT SHOULD 
HAVE CUT 
RIGHT THROUGH 
HIS BONES. 


you 
MAINTAIN 

\_- COMPLETE 

‘ COMPOSURE 


DESPITE 
THE - 
SERIOUS | 
NATURE 
(OF YOUR 
INJURY, 


t 


AMT 
AFRAID OF 
DEATH/? 


BANS, 


Inferno 


WAKASHIMA 


we 


yibc ue 


EVENTUALLY. g 


THE 
LEGENDARY 
YOSHIOKA 


A 
g SCHOOL 18 
BEAUTIFUL 
(THEY SAY SIGHT. BURNING: 
[AN ARSONIST Zo DOWN. 
ALWAYS 
RETURNS TO : 
‘THE SCENE OF 


SA His CRIME... 


WHERE | fh 
1S HE? 


{YOSHIOKA 
DENSHICHIRO 
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YOSHIOKA 


SEIJORO... [aemes—= 


YOSHIOKA 
DENSHICHIRO!! 


TAKEZO!? 


YOURE 
STILL 
ALIVE!? 


Glossary and Extraneous Background Information 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

‘The Warring States or Sengoku period( 1482-1558) in Japan was a time of chaos and conflict. 
Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the shogunate, had grown increasingly 
weaker and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo( domainal lords) 
Looking to expand their spheres of contol, the daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One 
daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by means of conquest. 
Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassination in 1582, he managed to contol appr 
‘mately one-thed of all of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generats,Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became 
Nobunaga's successor to cary on the quest for unification. Through a process of conquest and 
Conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating an orderly federation amongst the daimyo and by 
1590, order was restored to Japan under Hideyoshi’ rule. Hideyosh’s death in 1598, honever, pre 
sented the question of succession. Most ofthe daimyo trom the domains in the west remained 
loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its five-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyon. Tokugawa leyasu, however, 
leading the major daimyo from central and eastemn Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's leader 
ship. The two sides clashed atthe Batle of Sekigafiara(1600) in Mino (locate in present day Gifu 
Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an overwhelming victory. From that point an, the Tokugawe 
clan would effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

‘A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he was appointed abbot 
of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Deitokuj Takuan was an important figure whose acute 
‘and brutally Honest advice was sought by influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go 
Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenon discussing Zen 
‘and swordsmanship entitled The Unfettered Mind hes become an influential treatise in both the 
‘areas of philosopty and mantal arts, The pickled dalkon radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


‘Tho Yagyu Clan 

‘Yegyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

‘of the formed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenon (1571-1646) was 
one of Tokugawa's key general's at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as the offical 
fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Cian and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as the ometsuke— 
responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Athough the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo 
Koike's Lone Wolf and Cub as the plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese 
popular culture take an the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenor's son, Yagyu 
Jubel (1607-1650), viewed as a wandenng hero protecting the people trom evi-doers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

4 distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder of the renowned 
Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship 
‘and then modifed it to form the Yoshioka style. In the context of inoue’s Vagabond as well as in 
Yoshikawa's Musashi, Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo’s sons who are historically 
thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions, 


About Vagabond and Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's Vagabond, based on Ej Yoshikawa’s novel Musashi, is a fictional account of 
the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, autor of 
the philosophical stategy guide A Book of Five Rings. was a master of the sword and was. 
tevered 3s 2 “sord-saint” He founded the Niten Ichi style of sword fighting which is typified by 
fighting with both long and short swords at once, holding the long sword withthe right hand 
‘and the short sword with the left, Musashi was also 9 master of the ‘gentler arts”—he was 2 
‘master of sure (black ink drawings), metalworking, and woodearving. The films, The Samural 


Tilfogy, cirected by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Miune were also based on Yoshikawa’s 
Masashi, 


About the Author 


Vagabond was created by Taketiko Inove, author ofthe bestselling manga Stam Dunk, with 
‘over 100 milion copies in print worldwide. For his work on Vagabond, Inoue received the 2000 
Media Arts award for Manga from the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well a the 2000, 
Kodarisha Award for best manga. Most recently in 2002, Inoue received the prestigious Tezuka 
‘award for best manga To date, Vagabond has sold well over 22 million copies throughout the 
world. In addition to his numerous manga tities, Inoue also ereated the character designs for 
the PlayStation basketball game, One on One. 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


Vagabond has been printed to read from right to left in its original 
Japanese formatpresenting Takehiko Inoue's dynamic artwork the 
‘way it was meant to be seen! 


When most Japanese comics are published in English, a misror image 
of the original artwork is printed in order to accommodate the left to 
right reading orientation of English. For this reason, errors in continuity 
ccasionally occur and characters who were originally right-handed 
suddenly become left-handed, In order to present manga in its purest 
form, Vagabond is being printed to read from right to left. This way, 
kimono are worn with the left side over the right and the samurai's 
Jong and short swords are carriod on the left side, the way they were 
traditionally worn 


To properly enjoy Vagabond, start from the other end of this com 
‘and read from right to left 


‘A note on names: The names presented within the context of this 
‘comic are presented! in the traditional Japanese order—surname, fl 
loned by first name. “Miyamoto” is Miyamoto Musashi’ last name and 
*Nlusashi” is his first name. The name of the creator of Vagabond, 
however, has been presented first name first, last name second, 
“Takehiko” is the author’ first name and “Inoue” is his last name. 


It is a masterwork in story and art. In no time you are drawn into the 
characters, first by the skiliful art and then by the story. | found 
Takehiko's art most appealing and his storytelling ability superb. 
—David LeBlanc, Comic Book Net Electronic Magazine 


Shinmen Takezo is a young man who is destined to become the leg- 
endary sword-saint, Miyamoto Musashi—perhaps one of the most 
renowned samurai of all time. For now, Takezo is a cold-hearted killer, 
who will take on anyone in mortal combat to make a name for himself 
This is the journey of a wild young brute who strives to reach enlighten- 
ment by way of the sword—fighting to the brink of death 
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